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* Privileged and Confideatial Information

ﬁ - To: Peter Pope, Sean Maloney

Fr: Darren Dopp -
Re: Press Office operations

W Inthe mid-90s, when I was a sénior press officer to Governor Cuomo (1988-1994), there
wasa long-running confroversy about the Governor’s use of a state plane for “political”
events. I responded to numerous requests for flight manifests and the Governor’s

schedule. As part of the response, I would have described the policy of that

’ ( - and vowed to sell the aircraft, However, after he took office, he too, was criticized for
. using the plane for political putposes. (See “Air Pataki” Replace “Aijr Cuomo” articles,
See as well rational article on other states’ governor use of aircraft)
¥ As Communication Director for the Department of Law from ( 1998-2006), I handled
Bumerous requests from reporters about Attorney General Spitzer’s public and private

requests for that particular information (flight manifests). But there were many requests
for the Attorney General’s schedule, and the nature and extent of his security detail. I
responded to those inquires or directed others to do so. S

N In 2005, there were a series of hews articles about g dispute between Governor Pataki and

Majority Leader Bruno over the Majority Leader’s use of a state helicopter, (See Pataki
. Grounds Bruno NYP) ' ‘ : ‘

8 During the Fall of 2006, I fielded numerous requests for information on state elected
officials’ use of state employees as drivers. These Iequests were prompted by the Hevesi
scandal. As the Attorney General’s office was involved in the investigation, reporters
wanted to know details of who drove the Attomey General and his family. There was a

comments on Page 3.)
W' In December of 2006, citing my former experiences ag Senior Press Officer to Governor
c ,

uomo and Communications Director for the AG, I made a request for clear and strict
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- W Also, at some point in May,

did provide input. |
- W Inearly January, as Communications Director for the Governor, I fielded a series of -

| inquiries about State Police security coverage for former Govemor Pataki, (See Pataki

Given 24-Hour Security at Taxpayer Cost, NYP)
N Fram mid-January to April, I fielded repeated inquires about former Governor Pataki use

of the state plane and private planes chartered at govemment expense.(See Pataki’s Bill
for Jet Hits Turbulence NYP) Our office also recejved requests for flight manifests for
Governor Spitzer and others, incliding Senator Bruno i

information or directed others fo-do it. _
¥ In carly May, I responded to a series of inquires regarding the Governor’'s flights to

California and other states on campaign funid raising trips. (See Spitz Jets Off to Chase

followed. _
I would have received my first comments/requests from

reporters for information about Majority Leader Bruno’s use of the state helicopter. I

e exception for Paterson, the consensys was that there was no

during the period) With on
cause for concern. With regard to Senatpr Bruno, no one believed that the information

proved or disproved anything. _ _
B° A period of a couple of weeks passed without inquiries from any reporters. This

Capitol was quiet again, a specific rep
information.
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